
Overall Economics of Gulf Fisheries

In 2008, commercial fishermen in the Gulf of Mexico

harvested 1.27 billion pounds of finfish and shellfish that

earned $659 million in total landings revenue.

There were 3.2 million recreational fishermen who

took a fishing trip in the Gulf of Mexico region, and they

took 24 million fishing trips in 2008.

Shrimp Species

Major shrimp species in the Gulf of Mexico include

white shrimp, pink shrimp and brown shrimp. These

species are mainly located in coastal areas. During the

spring, the young, or postlarvae, migrate from coastal

areas. Impacts on these shrimp will increase as the oil

slick approaches nearshore areas.

Shrimp species will be impacted due to mortality of

adults, as well as postlarvae. In particular, brown shrimp

postlarvae will be migrating out of inshore waters from

February to April, while white shrimp will begin 

migration in May and continue through November. The

spill could have impacts not only on shrimp catches this

year, but also next year if postlarvae mortality is high.

The economic impact of the oil spill on shrimp could

be extensive. The Gulf region landings of shrimp are the

nation’s largest with 188.3 million pounds or 73 percent

of the national total (Fisheries of the US, 2008).

Louisiana led all Gulf states in landings with 89 million

pounds with a dockside value of $130.6 million in 2008,

followed by Texas (63.8 million pounds,

dockside value of $157.2 million), 

Alabama (17 million pounds, dockside value of 

$38.4 million), Florida’s West Coast (9.9 million pounds,

dockside value of $23.3 million), and Mississippi 

(8.6 million pounds, dockside value of $17.1 million).

Crabs

There are three species of crabs in the Gulf of Mexico

area: blue crab, Gulf stone crab, and stone crab. Blue crab

occurs almost exclusively in state waters with peak

spawning occurring in August-September. Eggs and 

larvae develop and settle in the estuaries until crabs reach

harvestable size in April-May.

The Gulf stone crab is relatively

abundant in the Louisiana, 

Mississippi and Alabama

nearshore areas in the spring 

period. The stone crab distribution

is relatively limited.

Blue crabs are the most economically valuable crab

species for the region. Louisiana lands approximately 

26 percent of the total blue crabs for the nation or 41.6

million pounds in 2008, with a dockside value of 

$32 million. Landings and dockside values for the other

Gulf states were: West Florida, 2.7 million pounds, 

$3.3 million, Texas, 2.6 million pounds, $2.3 million, 

Alabama, 1.8 million pounds, $1.5 million, Mississippi,

450,000 pounds, $447,000.
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Oysters

The Gulf region leads the 

nation in the production of 

oysters, some 67 percent of the

nation’s total. The following landings and dockside value

was produced in 2008 in the Gulf states: Louisiana,

12,778,311 pounds, $38.8 million; Texas, 2,679,207

pounds, $8.83 million; Mississippi, 2,610,349 pounds,

$6.87 million; West Florida, 2,501,475 pounds, 

$5.47 million; Alabama, 72,776 pounds, $243,414.

Finfish

There is a wide variety of fish species in the Gulf of

Mexico. In federal waters, the surface-oriented species

will be most impacted by the early stages of the oil spill.

As the crude oil sinks, the bottom-oriented fish 

community may be impacted. The major impacts will 

be on nearshore species or species that may be 

currently spawning.

In general, reef fish species in the Gulf of Mexico are

associated with bottom topographies on the continental

shelf, coral reefs, artificial reefs, rocky hard-bottom 

substrates. The majority of these species are inshore of

the current location of the oil spill. There are potential

negative impacts on fish larval stages since several reef

fish are currently spawning or will be spawning if the oil

spill continues.

Mortality on larvae caused by the oil spill will result

in declines in recruitment in future age classes. This will

negatively impact the rebuilding plans for these species,

as well as short- and potentially long-term economic 

impacts on commercial and recreational fisheries in the

Gulf of Mexico.

Juvenile red snapper are common on mud bottoms in

the northern Gulf, particularly off Texas through 

Alabama. Also, some juvenile snappers (e.g. mutton,

gray, red, dog, lane, and yellowtail snappers) and

groupers (e.g. goliath grouper, red, gag, and yellowfin

groupers) have been documented in inshore seagrass

beds, mangrove estuaries, lagoons, and larger bay sys-

tems. As long as the oil spill remains on the surface and

offshore, the impacts to reef fish habitat should be minor.

However, if the oil slick reaches the bottom or nearshore/

inshore areas, the majority of the 42 reef fish species

managed in the Gulf of Mexico will be affected.

The commercial landings and dockside value of red

snapper, one of the more valuable finfish species, by state

for 2008 was as follows: Texas, 869,966 pounds, $2.74

million; West Florida, 847,884 pounds, $2.94 million;

Louisiana, 589,379 pounds, $2.03 million; Alabama,

60,391 pounds, $237,141. There were no data available

for Mississippi.

Postlarvae and juveniles of menhaden and mullets

(winter spawners whose juveniles are now entering the

estuaries) may be affected by the oil spill. Depending on

current Loop Current dynamics, Atlantic bluefin tuna

may also be impacted by the oil spill. Atlantic bluefin

tuna larvae may also be present in the region of the oil

slick. Their presence however is quite dependent on and

related to the Loop Current eddies and fronts. The other

consideration is the number and extent of Sargassum

mats that may intersect with the oil. The Sargassum is

nursery habitat for gray triggerfish and the amberjacks.

There are many groundfish species that are located in

the area of the oil spill and associated coastal areas.

Sharks

Shark species are distributed throughout the Gulf 

region with the highest abundances in the central Gulf

from Louisiana to Alabama. Blacktip sharks are 

particularly abundant in this region and are one of the

most commercially important shark species in the Gulf.

During spring and summer months several shark

species of management concern use coastal nursery areas,

and those areas can be expected to be impacted. In 

particular, blacktip sharks, spinner sharks, Atlantic 

sharpnose sharks, and bull sharks are regularly captured

during coastal gill net surveys and bottom longline surveys.

Adult blacktip sharks are more abundant in the 

central Gulf of Mexico than any other region; second

only to sandbar sharks (also widely distributed in the 
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central Gulf) in commercial importance. Tiger sharks are not 

reported to utilize coastal nursery areas, however, their young

are distributed offshore. Whale sharks are distributed along

much of the Gulf of Mexico with highest concentrations off

the Louisiana Delta; their distribution can be both near

coastal and well offshore.

Learn more about NOAA’s response to the BP oil spill at

http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/deepwaterhorizon.

To learn more about NOAA, visit http://www.noaa.gov.

Sharks (Surface-Oriented)

• Whale sharks

• Hammerhead sharks

• Tiger sharks

• Silky sharks

• Mako sharks

Rays (Surface-Oriented)

• Manta rays

• Eagle rays

• Cownose rays

Finfish (Surface-Oriented)

• Tunas

• Billfish

• Molas

Sharks and Finfish 

(Bottom-Oriented)

• Sharks, small coastal 

and large coastal 

management species

• Groupers

- Rock Hind

- Yellowfin

- Scamp

- Red Hind

- Goliath

- Nassau

- Red

- Gag

- Yellowedge

- Snowy

• Snappers

- Mutton

- Blackfin

- Red

- Gray

- Lane

- Silk

- Yellowtail

- Vermillion

• Tilefish

- Blackline

- Anchor

- Blueline

- Golden

- Goldface

• Gray Triggerfish 

and Jack

• Greater and Lesser 

Amberjack

Species in Federal Waters

Common Sharks

• Bull shark

• Blacktip shark

• Spinner shark

• Silky shark

• Atlantic sharpnose shark

Common Finfish

• Red snapper

• Mullet

• Lane snapper

• Red drum

• Gray snapper

• Vermillion snapper

• King and Spanish mackerel

• Gag grouper

• Spotted seatrout

• Cobia

• Greater amberjack

Species in State Waters



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


